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Studio grade synchronized playback 

SDIx 



SDIx studio grade multi 

channel synchronized 

video playback 

The SDIx video playout server is the ideal solution for low cost, multi-channel, studio  

quality video playout designed specifically for studio, broadcast, corporate and digital 

signage markets. Using high quality industry components coupled with high quality video 

components, the SDIx is able to provide a complete, easy to use, maintainable and 

sustainable solution.  

Overview 

From the out-set the design of the SDIx product was to 

achieve high performance for todayôs studio, 

broadcasters, corporate and digital signage markets 

while maintaining a tight control on cost without 

sacrificing ongoing quality. 

 

The SDIx product meets demanding requirements and 

brings additional features normally only found in much 

higher cost solutions. SDIx provides both HD and SD 

options using SDI and HDMI outputs. 

 

Media & Formats 

All models support continuous, seamless, back-to-back 

playback of multiple MPEG streams, with the ability to 

mix-and-match any valid MPEG-1 or MPEG-2 stream 

format such as transport, program, system and 

elementary stream. There are options for decoding 

streams up to 20Mbps for SD and 30Mbps for HD with 

4:2:2 or 4:2:0 Chroma formats to further enhance the 

final output quality.  

 

The SD options include NTSC and PAL colour standards 

and a choice of external reference locking for studio 

installations. 

 

This media handling power is further complemented with 

frame accurate synchronization across multiple output 

channels in a system. This is ideal for applications such 

as ñwindow on the worldò with multiple screens simulating 

the view out onto a news room floor, or for an exhibition 

where a star map needs to be projected on to a large 

area, enabling far wider or larger displays to be created 

and presented as one to the viewer. 

 

Hardware Decode 

All media is decoded in hardware giving a level of frame 

accuracy suitable for studio demanding work. Output 

formats are also adaptable with hardware scaling and 

colour correction adding to the quality and flexibility of 

outputs. 

Designed from the out-set to be a low cost, high quality product, the SDIx range meets these challenges head on. Quality is built in with HD 

and SD options utilising SDI and HDMI outputs . The SDIx has options from high capacity single disc storage to fully redundant RAID storage 

offering hours of capacity and reliable up-time. Each channel can be treated as a channel group and controlled through an easy to use HTML 

interface. This feature is ideal for multiple screens where content needs to be synchronized so that the images appear seamless across the 

displays. 

Such features have been extensively used in news studios for the ñview out onto the worldò and for corporate receptions, events and 

exhibits at museums where a story needs to be told and followed over multiple screens or projectors, projecting onto curved domes. All 

media can be prepared off-site/off-line and transferred easily to the SDIx across networks. These features help to maintain compliance and 

quality control by having a single point of production. All the SDIx units are rack mountable with options for built in redundant PSUs. 



With all this video and audio capability it makes 

sense to combine the SDIx range into a 

platform that would be both straightforward to 

deploy and easy to maintain and manage 

using solid state storage, the latest Intel 

processor and an embedded OS 

The SDIx product comes with: - 

 

¶ Optional up to 6x SD-SDI or HD-SDI outputs 

¶ Optional up to 6x HDMI output 

¶ Built-in Single, JBOD or RAID-5 video storage 

¶ Optional Dual Redundancy Power Supply 

¶ Dedicated video processing hardware 

¶ Straightforward media ingest via HTML interface 

¶ Flexible network connections & control 

¶ Seamless synchronization across multiple channels 

 

Flexible control of the SDIx is via HTML accessible across 

the network or online. This HTML UI is fully responsive and 

can be used across multiple devices Desktop, Tablet or 

Mobile. 

 

The HTML UI provides advanced features for uploading 

multiple media files, categorising them and high-lighting 

issues regarding bit rates. The media management UI 

provides a usable snapshot to preview the selected video  

clip(s). Advanced features include stopping media upload 

while the system is ñOn Airò helping to reduce the impact on 

playback performance. 

 

Multiple playlists can be created across multiple outputs. 

Simply select media from the already created categories and 

then the HTML UI will display the play list which is simple 

enough to drag and drop the play out order. As with the 

media manager, the play list editor provides full feed back on 

the media such as running time, thumbnail and other metrics 

designed to help the creative process for play lists. 

 

Real-time performance is also available on the Home screen, 

it is easy to see what is playing, where it is in the clip and 

how much space is available in the media storage. There is 

also a real-time update of which item in the play list is playing 

to further enhance the user experience. 

 

System control also allows for the selecting of video output 

standards from a simple to click drop down box, along with 

setting the Genlock setting mode. Advanced features allow 

for output ordering to identify what's on the system and 

what's in the play lists. 

 

Studio quality, control, repeatable, reliable and sustainable. FS 



D9b9w![ {t9/LCL/!¢Lhb{ 

tI¸{L/![ ht¢Lhb{ 

/Ƙŀǎǎƛǎ п¦ мфϦ wŀŎƪƳƻǳƴǘ {5LȄ-I5{5L !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ I5κ{5L hǳǘǇǳǘ 
aŀȄ с ǇŜǊ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ /t¦ LƴǘŜƭ ƛт   

aŜƳƻǊȅ пD. {5LȄ-w{нон w{нон /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ LƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ 

{ǘƻǊŀƎŜ слD. {{5κнрсD. {{5 {5LȄ-DtL DtL ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ 

bŜǘǿƻǊƪ нȄ млллκмллκмл.ŀǎŜ¢ {5LȄ-{{5 !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ нрсD. {{5 

h{ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ²9{тt Ȅсп {5LȄ-w!L5 w!L5 {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ 

!tt {5LȄ I¢a[ {5LȄ-w.h· w!L5 {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ {ƭƻǘǎ 

5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ мтΦт Ȅ пуΦо Ȅ пу {5LȄ-w!a !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳ w!a пD. 
aŀȄ уD. ǇŜǊ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ²ŜƛƎƘǘ нуYƎ   

tƻǿŜǊ ό²ύ ррлǿŀǧ wt{¦ {5LȄ-.h/ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ .ǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ /ŀōƭŜ 

.¢¦ млнп     

±L59h ¢9/IbL/![ {t9/LCL/!¢Lhb{ 

±L59h h¦¢t¦¢     

5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ I5 κ {5-{5L ǳǇ ǘƻ оDōκǎ κмлулǇсл ό{at¢9 нрфΣ нфнΣ пнпΣпнр-!ύΣ I5aL мΦоΣ 
{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ {5-{5L ό{at¢9 нрфύ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ I5 ϧ {5 ǇƭŀȅōŀŎƪ   

  

!ƴŀƭƻƎ ¸tōtǊΣ wD. ǳǇ ǘƻ млулǇолΣ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜΣ {-ǾƛŘŜƻ 

{¦tthw¢95 Chwa!¢{     

±ƛŘŜƻ CƻǊƳŀǘǎ млулǇΣ млулƛΣ тнлǇΣ b¢{/Σ t![ 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜ {ƛȊŜ I5κ{5 

/ƘǊƻƳŀ CƻǊƳŀǘ пΥнΥн ϧ пΥнΥл 

at9Dн tǊƻŬƭŜ ItϪI[ 

/ƻƭƻǳǊ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ .¢Φтлф ϧ .¢Φслм 

CƛƭŜ CƻǊƳŀǘǎ at9D-н t{ κ ¢{ 

!ǳŘƛƻ /ƻŘŜŎǎ at9DΣ [t/aΣ !!/Σ {at¢9олнaΣ !/о 

aŀȄΦ ±ƛŘŜƻ .ƛǘ wŀǘŜ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ олa.Ǉǎ ǇŜǊ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ 

!¦5Lh h¦¢t¦¢     

9ƳōŜŘŘŜŘ !ǳŘƛƻ {5L όмсύΣ I5aL όуύ 

5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !9{о όуύ 

!ƴŀƭƻƎ ¦ƴōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ όнύ 

!5±!b/95 C9!¢¦w9{     

{ŜŀƳƭŜǎǎ tƭŀȅōŀŎƪ ¸Ŝǎ 

DŜƴƭƻŎƪ ¸Ŝǎ 

{ŎŀƭƛƴƎ !ƴȅ ǘƻ !ƴȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǝǾŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

5Ŝ-ƛƴǘŜǊƭŀŎƛƴƎ ¸Ŝǎ 

aǳƭǝ-ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¸ŜǎΣ aŀȄ с ƻǳǘǇǳǘǎ ǇŜǊ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ 

EO&E, All specifications subject to change without notice. Copyright © 2017, Future Software Ltd. All rights reserved.  

 o -  o -  o -  o -  o -  o - 

PWR

RST
ALARM

P1
P2
P3

R-POWER
PWR

RST
ALARM

P1
P2
P3

R-POWER

S1      S2

B
R

O
A

D
C

A
S

T

S
D

Ix
B

R
O

A
D

C
A

S
T

S
D

Ix

PWR

RST
ALARM

P1
P2
P3

R-POWER

S1      S2

B
R

O
A

D
C

A
S

T

S
D

Ix

mailto:HP@HL


The SDIx studio content play out servers are just at home 

in a broadcast set server role as in a showcase or media 

wall role. 

Built to provide multiple synchronized channels of HD 

video play-out from a single chassis the SDIx utilises 

state of the art hardware assisted playback coupled with 

the storage and control options for a high availability 

solution where quality and uptime are paramount. 

 

FUTURESoftware Ltd have over two decades of software 

development experience with digital media solutions and 

a choice of software suitable for different types of markets 

and client requirements. 

 

For further information:- 

FUTURESoftware Ltd. 

E: sales@future-software.co.uk 

T: +44 1628 947 666 

SDIx and the SDIx logo are trademarks of Future Software Ltd. * Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others. Copyright © 2017, Future Software Ltd. All rights reserved.  

FUTURESoftware Ltd, Maple Court, Grove Business Park, Waltham Road, White Waltham, Berkshire, SL6 3LW, ENGLAND.. Phone: +44 1628 947 666,, E-mail: sales@future-software.co.uk 
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